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Congratulations !

Each year CrossReach, the Church of Scotland Social Care Council, runs a
competition open to children and young people in the church to design their
annual Christmas card.

The winner of the competition this year is Zoe Powell from our congregation.
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The card will be produced in packs of 10 which will be on sale nearer to
Christmas through the CrossReach Christmas catalogue which is widely
distributed throughout Scotland and overseas.

Zoe will be receiving a certificate and a prize for her efforts which will be

presented to her at church at some point.

Well done Zoe!



summer F ayre

Saturday 6th June 2009

2pm¢ 4pm
Tickets: Adults £2.50/Children £1
Available from elder with May/June magazine or at the door
(Price includes tea/coffee & home baking)

Stalls include:

Brica-brac Books
Bottle Stall Cake and Candy
Lucky dip and other games Toys/Games "
Videos/CDs Traidcraft
Flowers
Strawberries & Cream

Silent Auction

Please hand in any donations for stalls on
Friday 5th June from @9pm
or contact Richard Little on 733166 to arrange collection.

Summer Fayre Help

Help is needed for the Teas and the Cake and Candy stall. If you can give some time to
serve or clear up at the teas and/or bake, please add your name to the list at the church
door or phone Edna Ledingham on 733723. Your assistance is very much appreciated.
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Dear Friends
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their new minister. Scott is in a same sex relationship and therefore there has been
a lot of controversy about the appointment, as | am sure you will have read in the
press. It has taken up quite a bit of time and | am glad that the clerkship job is
shared with my colleague George Cowie. Now that the appointment has been
confirmed, | thought | would talk about some of the issues involved, but the Church
of Scotland has placed a moratorium on anyone from the Church issuing public
statements or talking to the media about issues of human sexuality. Since our
magazine goes to the local press, | can therefore say nothing! All | would say is
that it is my hope and prayer that the issues involved do not lead to schism within
the Church of Scotland and we remain a united Church, despite the wide diversity
of views which are strongly held on both sides.

Over the next few months, | will be giving some thought to possible topics for my

adult Christian education courses. If you have any ideas, please get in touch. |
would also like to run a series of meetings on the basics of the Christian faith for
anyone interested in becoming a member of the Church of Scotland. If you know of
anyone who may be interested, please let me know.

Finally, | hope you all have an enjoyable summer and, if you are travelling, please
remember to send us a postcard. Please also pass on the greetings of Peterculter
Parish Church to any churches you may be visiting over the summer.

Yours sincerely,
John Ferguson

Church Office

The church office will be closed from Friday 14th August at 1.00pm and witlere
on Wednesday 2nd September at 10.00a.m.

Legacy

The church will be receiving a legacy of £10,000 from the estate of the late Eileen
Christie, whose late husband Angus was Clerk to the Deacon's Court and
instrumental in the building of the large hallThe Congregational Board have
agreed that this generous legacy should be placed in the Fabric Fund, with one
possible long term use being improvements to the large hall.
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Financial Report

Ordinary Income to 30th April 2009: £39,224
Expenditure to 30th April 2009; £30,299
Surplus on cash basis to April 2009: £8,925

While it is gratifying to note this surplus to date, this is primarily due to our tax
recovery claim having been received. This amounted to just over £11,000 so in
reality we are just breaking even this year so far.

| would like to highlight one point this month in particular. This relates to the
givings from those who either have no formal recorded means of giving or who
give through the open plate on a Sunday. Up to the end of April these givings
quite surprisingly totalled £2,400 or nearly 7% of our offering income. If these
givings had all been able to be made under Gift Aid then in a full year we would
be able to recover a further £2,000 in tax recoveries! | would therefore urge
those who use this method to consider, especially if they pay tax, a more formal
recorded method of givings to allow the Church to reclaim this tax at no cost to
you. Methods such as weekly envelopes or standing order are available and
amounts and names are only known to me and the FW@rdmator. Should

you wish to amend your method of giving please do not hesitate to contact me.

William Anderson

Treasurer
Coffees 26/04 £144.54
Takings from recent Saturday, Sund#&g/05 £183.99
and Thursday coffees are as follows: 10/05 £156.60
Saturday Coffees 17/05 £164.15
Saturday coffees continue throughout | 24/05 £134.43

the summer. It has been agreed that
the price for tea/coffee and home
baking will increase from £1.50 to
£2.00. Saturday coffees will stop for the
summer and the final coffees will be on
27th June.




Presbytery Matters Pages

Included in the business of Preshytery o
Tuesday, 5th May were the following:

1. Burnside Day Care Centre

Presbytery approved the actions taken by the
Church and Society Committee with regard to
the proposed closure of Burnside Day Care
Centre for Adults with Learning Difficulties. The Committee was encouraged to
closely monitor developments and to act and speak as seems appropriate in
expressing concern for the vulnerable and needy of the city. Closure of Burnside
would mean that the 210 Adults with Learning difficulties within Aberdeen would
need to compete with each other under new criteria to continue to be cared for at
the remaining Rosehill Day Care Centre which is only able to take 90 residents.

The committee convenor took part in a radio interview for the BBC North East News
programme which was broadcast off Bpril.

2. Stewardship Consultant

The meeting was addressed by the recently appointed stewardship consultant for
this area, Mrs Fiona Pennie, who spoke about her role and of the C of S Stewardship
and Finance Committee decision that consultants now offer seven meetings for
planning, training and assessment purposes, free of charge, to congregations
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full commitment is needed if a stewardship campaign is to be successful.

The past year has seen the introduction of pilot programmes for a National
Stewardship Initiative. Preliminary results from the two presbyteries in the first

phase, Ardrossan and Falkirk, have shown increases in the number of members
giving through the Gift Aid scheme and by Standing Order.

Richard Little

Volunteer Sheets

There has been a very small response so far to the volunteer sheets which went out
in the last magazine less than 1% so far. Please please give consideration to
helping YOUR church to be active, to grow and to spread the good news of Jesus
Christ.

John Ferguson.
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Boys Brigade Celebrations

The celebrations of the centenary #76 / dzf ¢ SNO / 2 Y LI Y
Brigade went extremely well. The weather was good, the events were
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home and abroad was very
successful. As a church, we are
delighted with the centenary stone
at the front of the building, which
is an excellent way of marking the
event.




