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You are invited  

TO CELEBRATE  

The Sacrament of  Communion  

On Sunday 25th October 2009  

at 10.30a.m. and 3.00p.m.   
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From the Manse 
Dear Friends 

Recently we sent out forms asking if people could volunteer to help with various 

aspects of church life.  We received a total of nine returns out of the approximately 

плл ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǿŀǎ 

told it was three up on the last time we tried this a few years ago!   Nevertheless, I 

am glad we did it because if nine people have become more involved in church life, 

then it was worthwhile.   

We are fortunate in our congregation to have many committed people to 

undertake the variety of work which goes on here from week to week.  However, 

many of these volunteers have given service to the church over a good number of  

Emmaus Course - All Welcome! 
LǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎΗ 

PART 1: WHAT CHRISTIANS BELIEVE 

September 16th ς God is there and he matters  
September 23rd ς We need God in our lives  
September 30th ς Jesus ς his ministry and death  
October 8th ς The Resurrection of Jesus  
October 21st ς Becoming a Christian 

 

PART 2: HOW CHRISTIANS GROW 

October 28th ς Learning to pray  
November 4th ς Reading the Bible  
November 11th ς Belonging to the Church and sharing Communion 

 

PART 3: LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

November 18th ς Living God's way  
November 25th ς Learning to love and sharing the faith 

 

If you are interested in attending the course, or coming to the first evening to find 

out more, please contact the church office at secretary@culterkirk.co.uk or phone 

(01224) 735845. 
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years and there is an ongoing need to encourage younger people to take over.    

Giving of your time need not mean a huge commitment. If everyone who had the 

time and was able to help did so, it would spread the workload to a greater extent 

and mean people not being on rotas etc. so frequently.   Could I therefore make one 

final plea for you to take a look at ye sheet which went out? 

As a congregation, we are also 

fortunate to have an income 

which, by and large, meets our 

outgoings.  Nevertheless, we 

will probably be looking at a 

small deficit this year, which 

would be much larger if it 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 

work which goes into fund 

raising.   Last year, the average 

amount given per head in our 

congregation was £2.50 a 

week.   Some give much more 

than this, while others give less 

or nothing at all.    At a time of 

concerns over the credit crunch, many charities are seeing income dropping and the 

Church may be no different.  Nevertheless, if more members would give to a level 

which equates with the cost of buying a daily newspaper, we would see our income 

increase to the extent that fund raising became the icing on the cake, rather than 

being absolutely essential.   Would you be willing to review your givings, if you feel 

that you are in a position to do so at this time?   

Stewardship is more than simply about giving our time, talents and money to an 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ   hƴŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 

Kingdom can be advanced.  We give to God what we can, based on our resources, in 

gratitude for his goodness and love for us. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Ferguson 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Malawi Coffee Morning 
Thank you to everyone who supported this event, which raised £536 for our partner 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎΣ ƛƴ aŀƭŀǿƛΦ  L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ aƻȅŜƴŘŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

know about this during a phone call at a special service focusing on our partnership. 

Kirk Bid to Reduce Unnecessary Car Use 
CAR-SHARING, getting the bus, 

cycling and walking to church are 

just some of the ways the Church 

of Scotland could be reducing its 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘǎΣ ƛǘ 

claims in a report today.  

The report, by the Energy 

Savings Trust and commissioned 

by the Church of Scotland, urges 

congregations to examine the 

environmental impact of travel 

patterns and proposes a ground-

breaking initiative to reduce unnecessary car use by parishioners. It argues reducing 

car travel to church could result in less congestion, improved health and wellbeing 

for members, reduced transport costs, as well as helping the environment.  

Currently, it is estimated that 27 per cent of all greenhouse gas emissions in the UK 

are transport related. The report says places of worship play a very important role 

within local communities and often generate significant volumes of traffic. 

However, it accepts elderly members and parents with young children may have 

particular mobility issues, but travel plans will take into account public safety, time 

pressures and availability and reliability of public transport.  

A pilot project was successfully undertaken at Gilcomston South Church in 

Aberdeen which found that in a year, travel to church was responsible for over 40 

ǘƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǊǎΦ  

The Church of Scotland has been the driving force behind the Eco-Congregation 

Scotland movement, and the 2009 General Assembly agreed every church must 

achieve a five per cent year-on-year carbon reduction. 
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Presbytery Matters 
The new session of Presbytery started on Tuesday, 

1st September and the meeting included the 

following: 

1. Visit from Malawi 

It was noted that a delegation from Blantyre 

Presbytery will visit Aberdeen City Presbytery in 

September 2010.  The Malawi Partnership 

Committee is organising fund raising events and 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŀǘ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ /Ǌƻǎǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ олǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ  

Congregations are encouraged to give their support. 

2. Malawi Container Project   

The original intention of the Malawi Container Project was to send one container of 

useful goods to Malawi with the cost borne by Presbytery.  Four containers have 

now been sent at a cost of £30,000 (only some of this from Presbytery) and there is 

sufficient material in store to fill another two containers but no funds are available.  

A sub-committee produced a paper with a choice of options which are now being 

studied. 

3. Instant Neighbour 

It is 25 years since Instant Neighbour 

was started on an initiative of 

Presbytery and a representative from 

the charity gave a talk about their work.  

They provide practical support to 

people living on low incomes in 

Aberdeen City and Shire.  As well as 

distributing non-perishable food 

packages they supply quality used 

furniture, clothing, child safety packs and baby equipment.  Other services include 

carpet cleaning and fitting, electrical appliance testing and bicycle servicing. 

More information is available on-line: www.instantneighbour.co.uk  

Richard Little 

http://www.instantneighbour.co.uk/index.htm
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Church Christmas Cards 
Available now for Christmas 2009 

£2.50 for a pack of five 

Designed by Laura Chalmers 

Available in the extension area after Sunday morning service 

CrossReach Christmas Card 
 

You may remember that earlier this 

year Zoe Powell won a competition to 

design a Christmas card for 

CrossReach. 

The card is now for sale in packs of 10 

for a very reasonable price of £2.75 

per pack and can be purchased from 

the CrossReach Christmas catalogue, 

from the CrossReach website 

(www.crossreach.org.uk) or from 

Susan and Richard Powell. 

http://www.crossreach.org.uk/acatalog/info_545.html
http://www.crossreach.org.uk/acatalog/info_545.html
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Teas, coffees & a chat! 

Thursday & Saturday Coffee Time 

Coffees are served on in the small hall on   

Thursdays & Saturdays  

between 10.00 am and 12 noon.  

All welcome.  

Come along and enjoy   

fellowship, fine fare and fresh coffee.  

You are also invited to join the short service of 

worship on Thursday mornings at 11.30 am . 

Fash ion  Show by  

Bon Ton  o f  Cu l t s 

Wednesday 7th October - 7.30 pm 

Tickets priced £6 to include 
refreshments. 

Available from the Church Office 
on 735845 or email 

secretary@culterkirk.co.uk   

Are  you  in  P7-S4 ? 

¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗ 

Each Sunday from 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm 
Games, drama, community activities, talk time 

Tuck shop! Entry free! 
�'�R�Q�·�W���P�L�V�V���L�W�� 


