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CHRISTMAS FAYRE  

SATURDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2008 

2 PM ï 4 PM 

Stalls include: 

Videos/ CDs/Computer Games 

Bric-a-brac 

Lucky dip and other games 

Cake and Candy 

Flowers/wreaths 

Toys/Games 

Books 

Christmas crafts 

Bottle stall 

Traidcraft 

Tickets: Adults£2.50/Children £1 

(Prices to include tea/coffee & home baking) 

Available from your elder with this magazine or at church 

Please hand in any donations for 

stalls on Friday 27th November from 

7 ς 9 pm or contact Richard Little on 

733166 to arrange collection. 

Volunteers are needed to help serve 

teas and/or bake or make 

sandwiches.  If you are able to help 

either add your name to the list at 

the church door or contact Edna 

Ledingham on 733723. 
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Dear Friends 

In a few days time, people will be lighting bonfires and setting off fireworks.   Why 

do people dot his?   Is it because they want to celebrate the failure of Catholics to 

try to reclaim the British throne back in 1605?   Will they  be doing it because they 

still feel so relieved that nasty old Guy Fawkes was caught in the nick of time, 

tortured and put to death? 

hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƴƻǘΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ  ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ Dǳȅ CŀǿƪŜǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴ ς ƛǘΩǎ 

a tradition which few people stop to think about ς its origins  seem lost in the mists 

ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƭƛƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

winter months. 

But when you do stop to think about it, it seems amazing that the tradition has 

continued for so long.  Those who lit the first bonfires to celebrate the failure of the 

gunpowder plot and the survival of King James, could never have imagined that 

people would still be lighting bonfires 400 years later.      

During this month, we engage in another kind of remembering, as we remember all 

those who gave of their lives so that we can enjoy freedom today.   We remember 

those who suffered and died in both world wars ς and indeed in the many wars 

which have taken place since 1945.  In particular, we will remember the present 

conflict in Afghanistan.   

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ LǎŀƛŀƘΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ΨIŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ 

among great nations.  They will hammer their swords into plough shares and their 

spears into pruning knives.  Nations will never again go to war, never prepare for 

ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦΩ     

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ς but at the present time it seems 

like a pipe dream.    Will it ever happen?   Human nature is unlikely to change so 

much that evil is taken out of the picture.    But we can take a few steps down the 

road of trying to tackle the underlying causes which blight humanity.  What was the 

underlying cause of the Gunpowder plot?  It was the fact that Catholics were being 

oppressed ς their rights were being abused.   Today, millions of people on this 

planet are oppressed ς oppressed through poverty, debt, racial discrimination, 

dictatorial governments.        

Swords will not be hammered into ploughshares until we overcome the terrible 

injustices which exist on this planet.  Nations will prepare for war no more when we 
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live in a world in which human  rights are respected, in which all are treated equally, 

ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ōƻǳƴǘƛŦǳƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ 

of the sickening immoral gap between the rich and the poor which presently exists.   

I am sure that, as always, we will see a full church on Remembrance Sunday.  Can I 

also remind you of the service which takes place for the village afterwards at the 

War Memorial?    There tends to be a very small number who attend and it would 

be good to see more people coming to remember especially those from our village 

who gave of their lives.   We must not, and will not, for get them.   

Yours sincerely, 

John Ferguson 

(Continued from page 2) 

47th !ōŜǊŘŜŜƴ ό/ǳƭǘŜǊύ .ƻȅǎΩ.ǊƛƎŀŘŜ 
The Company had a very successful celebration of 

its Centenary this year and we believe that 

everyone thoroughly enjoyed the various 

activities. It was exciting to hear the former 

members, from far and near, talk about their 

memories and experiences in the Company.  

However to ensure that the Company continues 

for the next 100 years we require help at the 

meetings either as an Officer or as a helper.  

The Company meets on a Thursday night at Culter 

School and further details can be obtained from 

either Mike Reid on 735742; e-mail 

mikereid47@hotmail.com  or Gibby Connon on 

734054; e-mail connon@callnetuk.com 

Cong regat iona l  C hr i s tma s Lunc h 

Sunday 13th December 

Tickets available soon! 

mailto:mikereid47@hotmail.com
mailto:connon@callnetuk.com
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Friendship Club Dates 

Tuesday 3rd November 
7.30 pm 

Bertha Forbes, - Scott Skinner Musical Evening 

Tuesday 17th November 
7.30 pm 

CrossReach - the Social Care Agency of the 
Church of Scotland. 
A talk on their work. 

Tuesday 12th January 
7.30 pm 

Iceland: Illustrated talk by Peter Campbell and 
Isobel McIntyre. 

Tuesday 26th January 
7.30 pm 

Rev. Dr. John Ferguson 

These evenings are open to everyone. Bring along a friend. Only £1.50 to cover 

cost of light refreshment. 

The British Kidney Patient Association, 
Bordon, Hampshire 

I continue to receive lots of used postage stamps in 

the envelope on the notice board by the entrance 

to the small hall. 

Regarding the stamps: 

a) Please do not peel them off the envelope 

b) tƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ мκнέ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ 

stamp. 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

Dayer Colburn. 
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Presbytery met as usual on the first Tuesday in 

October and the meeting included the following: 

мΦ / ƻŦ { IL±κ!L5{ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ά{ƻǳǇŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅέ  

The General Assembly encouraged all Presbyteries to 

set up a fund-raising goal for the C of S HIV/AIDS 

Project.  Aberdeen agreed a target of £15,000 to be 

reached through the actions of Presbytery and 

congregations by October 2011. 

! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ IL± ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƻǳǇŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅέ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ 

for 10 January 2010.  Presbyteries and congregations are invited to hold a member 

led service followed by a simple soup and bread lunch. 

Resources will include an entire order of service, PowerPoint presentation, 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎΦ 

2. Malawi Matters 

The Malawi Partnership Committee is hopeful that assistance may be given to 

Blantyre Presbytery in setting up a Broadband account to facilitate better and more 

regular communication between member/partner churches. 

Presbytery approved the request of our church to send the sum of £536 towards the 

aŀƴǎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ .ƭŀƴǘȅǊŜΦ 

оΦ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻŦ 5ƻƴ  

¢ƘŜ wŜǾ [ƻǳƛǎ YƛƴǎŜȅΣ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ LǊŀǉΣ 

will be serving as a Territorial Army Chaplain in Afghanistan from January to April 

2010.  In order to provide continuous pastoral ministry Presbytery agreed to Ordain 

aǊ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴ ŀǎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΦ  

He is currently a probationer there, due to finish at the end of December 2009 and 

will be filling the Additional Ministry post allowed for under the Presbytery Plan. 

Richard Little 

CrossReach Circle of Care Calendar 2010 
The CrossReach Christmas collection 2009 catalogue together with a sample copy of 

the Circle of Care calendar for 2010 are available at the church extension door. The 

cost of the calendar remains at £4 again the year and, as usual, contains some very 

beautiful Scottish scenes, and also brief notes of the various arms of the work and 

services provided by CrossReach. 
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Church Christmas Cards 
Available now for Christmas 2009 

£2.50 for a pack of five 

Designed by Laura Chalmers 

Available in the extension area after Sunday morning service 

Fash ion  Show 

A big thank you to our Social Team 
who organised the recent Fashion 
Show with a particular thank you to 
all the models! 
The event raised £546 for church 
funds and proved to be a very 
enjoyable evening for all. 
John Ferguson 


