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From the Manse

Dear Friends

For many people, the Christmas story is quaint and sentimeygatheerful tale to
brighten up the darkness of December. In fact, it is nothing of the sort.

Jesus Christ was born in difficult circumstances into a world that was often harsh
and brutal. For a young girl in her late teens to give birth to her first child in a
stable far from home must have been a terrifying and dangerous experience. She
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all had to return to their home town to be counted. Jesus was born into occupied
territory - King Herod a puppet King was hated by the Jewsand the Romans did

not always respect Jewish customs.  There is nothing sentimental about a King
who is so paranoid that he would send his soldiers to kill all the boys under 2 in
Bethlehem solely on the grounds that a baby has been hailed as a new king. It led
to his parents having to become refugees for 2 years in Egypt.

Yes, we all love the element of wonder inthe stedydzii A 0 Q& y2iG 2dzad
Christmas sentimental folklore. One central meaning behind the story is that
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racism, poverty and violence were common. In many ways, we would barely
recognise the world into which Jesus was berso much has changed in 2000
years. And yet so much remains the samands under occupation, refugees,
poverty, dictators who lust after powerthey were all there in the storythey are

still here today. This is a story which is still relevant for the real world today.

We have in Christ a saviour who shows us a better way, who calls on us to change
the kind of world into which he was born. More than anything, he came to show us,
through his birth, through his life, through his death and rising again, that God is
love.

I hope that the true story of Christmas will be heard once again this season, amidst
the razzmatazz of the way that society celebrates it today.

I would like to wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas.

Yours sincerely

John Ferguson
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There will be three ACE courses running in the first half of this year.
The first course will explore the story of the city of Jerusalem, from its beginnings

in around 1800BC under the Jebusites, through to King David, Solomon, Herod, the
Romans, its extraordinary history after Christ and the situation today.

Details of the remaining topics will be in the February magazine and the
intimations. If you would like to get the dates in your diary, here they are below:

Course 1:
Thursdays 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th February

Course 2:
Thursdays 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th March

Course 3:
Wednesdays 14th, 21st, 28th April and 5th May
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Monday 7" December

7.00pm in the church car park
Followed by tea, coffee, mince pies in the large |

Closure of Glencraft Workshops

Aberdeen Presbytery is appealing for contributions to help towards providing a
Christmas party for the workers of the Glencraft Workshops who have recently
lost their jobs.

Contributions required are wrapped presents (indicate for man or woman) ,
volunteers to help on the day and financial contributions.

Please send cheques or cash to:

The Presbytery Treasurer: Mr Alan Sharp, Presbytery Office, Mastricj Parish
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Friendship Club Dates

Tuesday 12th January Iceland: lllustrated talk by Peter Campbell 4
7.30 pm Isobel Mclintyre.

Tuesday 26th January

Rev. Dr. John Ferguson

7.30 pm

Tuesday 9th February GxrA&AG G2 {40 1 StESyl ¢
7.30 pm Jean Montgomerie and Moira Marshall
Tuesday 23rd February R.N.L.I.

7.30 pm Talk by Commander WilliamBowman

These evenings are open to everyone. Bring along a friend. A warm welcome

awaits. Only £1.50 to cover cost of light refreshment.

ABERDEEN CHORAL
SOCIETY

and guest soloists
Present
Il I YRSt Q& aj
The Music Hall
Tuesday 15th December, 7.15p
Tickets priced £14 and £12 2

available from Tessa Cowie &
Tel: 01330 811781 .

Or through Aberdeen Box Offi 3

Tel 01224 641122

A wonderful musical experience
for everyone! '
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Congregational
Christmas
Lunch

a A lsfday 14th December

following morning worship
Hot dish of lasagne
(vegetarian and ordinary)
followed by dessert, tea/
coffee with drink on arrival
Tickets: Adults £5/ Childre
£3
Limited number, so buy earl
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Presbytery Matters

Presbytery met on the first Tuesday in November and
the business included the following:

1. Climate Change Questionnaire

Following an extensive debate at the 2009 General
Assembly on Climate Change issues each Presbytery
was instructed to produce a plan for each
congregation within its bounds setting out how they
will:

1. Measure energy consumption within their church buildings
2. Ascertain their carbon footprint

3. Achieve a year on year reduction of 5% of their carbon footprint using the
Ecoecongregation Scotland carbon footprint module.

The Property Committee of Presbytery has compiled a questionnaire to enable
them to respond to the General Assembly instruction.

Presbytery has instructed Congregational Boards to complete the questionnaire and
ensure that it is returned to the Presbytery Office before the end of 2009.

2. Malawi

The four containers so far sent to Malawi at a cost of £30,000 were filled with

approximately 1200 bicycles, 800 computers, 500 sewing machines, medical
equipment, hundreds of garden tools and many other ancillary goods. The
estimated cost in Malawi for these items was over £100,000.

Enough money is now available to send one of the last two containers and fund
raising is continuing to send the last one.

The need for water bore holes in several village schools in Blantyre Presbytery has
been highlighted. As soon as acceptable tenders have been received payment will
be transferred from the Presbytery Overseas Fund.

Richard Little



