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INVITATION TO
STRAWBERRY TEAS GIFT DAY
Saturday 15th June
10-12 noon and 2-4 pm

Give a monetary gift in aid of church funds and enjoy
many things strawberry along with your tea or coffee
for a nominal donation of
only £2 each for adults and £1 for children
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Dear Friends
I hope that many of you will come along to
Festival in the Park to celebrate Pentecost on
Sunday June 9th from 2.30 – 4.30pm
This year we are doing things a bit differently.
There will be services as normal in every
congregation on the Sunday morning, with the
event taking place in the afternoon.
It will be more than a service of worship, but will
include activities and entertainment for all ages,
with closing worship taking place at 4.00 pm
As I write, the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland is about to begin in Edinburgh. I won’t be attending this year. It
looks like being an interesting Assembly, with some very important decisions
to be made about the future of our Church. A Radical Action Plan and the
Report of a Special Commission on Structure and Change could bring
sweeping changes to the Church of Scotland. There is a strong desire to
bring congregations together in Hubs and create Team Ministry, coupled with
reducing the bureaucracy at the centre and creating larger Presbyteries. In
our own Presbytery, we are looking at creating a new Plan which will also
mean big changes in the future for our congregations.
We live in interesting times!
Yours sincerely
John Ferguson

Sunday Gang
Please Help! As usual, we will be running
the Sunday Gang for children attending
worship over the summer. There is a
sheet at the church door for those who
have been PVG checked and can help out
during July and part of August. This allows
our hard working Young Church staff to
have a well earned break.
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Presbytery Matters
Vision Statement
At the meeting on 8th May at Queen's Cross
Parish Church, Presbytery agreed to adopt the
following Vision Statement, as considered at its
Planning Conference on 7th March:
“Our Vision is a Presbytery which, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, encourages and
enables our congregations to re-imagine and
renew their life and work for mission in the 21st century, worshipping and
witnessing in a sustainable and mutually supportive network of Christian
communities, using well-equipped spaces strategically located across the city,
served and led by ministry teams, with the knowledge and skills needed to
inspire and equip our members for service and discipleship.”
This statement underpins considerations for the production of a new
Presbytery Plan, due later this year.
Garthdee Parish Church
Presbytery noted:
(a) that the Kirk Session of Garthdee Parish Church had decided to appeal
Presbytery’s decision to dissolve the charge
(b) that a response to the grounds of appeal will be drafted by the Planning
and Deployment Committee
(c) that a preliminary hearing will be held in May or June, with the outcome
unlikely to be known before September.
Ministry Changes
Kingswells Parish Church
The Rev Laurene M. Lafontaine having completed the Church of Scotland
Familiarisation Process was inducted to Kingswells on Thursday 25th April.
St Machar's Cathedral
A letter had been received from the Rev Barry Dunsmore seeking permission
to demit from St Machar’s Cathedral on July 12th 2019. Presbytery approved
the request and noted that an opportunity to thank him for his services at St
Machar’s will be given at the June meeting of Presbytery.
Richard Little
www.culterkirk.co.uk
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Coﬀee Time
Teas, coffees and home baking are served
every Thursday and Saturday from 10.00 am 12 noon.
Fine fare and fine company to be had!
Also stay for our short service of worship on
Thursday at 11.30 am.
All Welcome!

Mid Week Lunches
A two course lunch is available on the first
Wednesday of each month in the large hall.
at 12.30 pm. The next lunch is on 5th June.
The price is only £3.50. We would love to
see you there.

Prayer Time - First Sunday of the
Month
On the first Sunday of every month, after
morning worship, there is a short Prayer
Time, which is an opportunity to pray for
others. Cards are available on the table at
the extension door and should be placed
in the box provided.

Bible Study Groups
The Afternoon Bible Study Group is not
meeting at the moment, but the evening group
continues to meet every second Thursday in
the small hall.
All very welcome.
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Strawberry Teas Gift Day
Saturday 15th June 2019, 10-12
noon and 2-4 pm
The magazine this month has an
invitation to the church to all of us,
members, adherents and others, to
enjoy many things strawberry whilst
having tea or coffee and to give a
monetary gift, in addition to normal
planned giving, to boost church
funds.
In previous years the Strawberry Teas Gift Day was a great success as a
social event and in giving a tremendous boost to church funds showing how
important this and other fundraising events are for our church finances.
Please again support the Strawberry Teas Gift Day this year.

Donations Envelope
Included with your magazine is a donations envelope with a Gift Aid form
inside. If you are a taxpayer and wish your donation to be counted for Gift
Aid enabling the church to claim 25p for every £1 donated please complete
the form. Even if you Gift Aid your normal offerings, for this extra giving the
form should be filled in.
A box for the envelopes will be available on the day and in the church for
several Sundays after June the 15th giving those who are unable to come
for Strawberry Teas the chance still to contribute. All gifts will be
confidential to our Treasurer, William Anderson.

Help
Help will be needed for setting up, serving and clearing up for the
Strawberry Teas. With enough volunteers assistance might only be needed
for as little as an hour. A form for adding names of those offering to help will
be available at both church doors.
The Stewardship Team
www.culterkirk.co.uk
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Christian Aid
Many thanks to all who helped with the Christian
Aid collection in Peterculter. The total raised was
£3252.94 which is a fantastic figure!

Singalong-a-Corrie
Last meeting before the Summer
break will be held in Coronation
Court lounge at 2.00pm on Monday,
3rd June.
We all enjoy a good sing (improves
the body and soul!) and meet to
support the residents.
All Welcome.

www.culterkirk.co.uk
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Adult Christian Education Course
There will be a short course exploring the history of Christian worship in the
British Isles from its beginnings. The dates are all Thursdays, 7.30pm in the
small hall.
• 30 May – Worship Developments since the Reformation
• 13 June – Worship Today and the Future
There is a sign up sheet at the church door. All are very welcome.

Volunteers Needed!
We are looking for volunteers to go on the rota
for Thursday and Saturday Coffees. Sadly,
unless we can find some new people, we will
need to continue to cut back the number of
Thursdays Saturdays we can have the coffees
each year.
If you can help, please contact Alison Middler on
01224 733156.

Flowers
Many thanks to everyone who has contributed towards
the Church Flowers in May. We do appreciate your
financial help.

Alice Mitchell
Sylvia Nicol

Convener: Violet Smith 01224 733317
Treasurer: Mabel Taylor 01224 732030

www.culterkirk.co.uk
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WORSHIP PROGRAMME: JUNE
2nd June

Morning Worship
Followed by Prayer Time

John Ferguson

9th June

Morning Worship for
Pentecost

John Ferguson

16th June

Morning Worship

John Ferguson

23rd June

Morning Worship

John Ferguson

30th June

Morning Worship
Followed by Communion

John Ferguson

Church Directory
Funerals

14th May

Sheila WaM, Wardmill, Drumoak

Peterculter Parish Church Online
We regularly update our Facebook page and Twitter feed
with details of all our activities as well as making
everything available on our main website.
Website

www.culterkirk.co.uk

Twitter

@culterkirk

Facebook

www.facebook.com/CulterKirk

www.culterkirk.co.uk
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Summary of the Stated Annual
Meeting
Sunday 24 March 2019
Moderator’s Report.
The Moderator stated that this has been
another active and busy year for
Peterculter Parish Church.
He added that this is due to the commitment and enthusiasm of members
who give a great deal of their time and talents to the work of the Church. He
also referred to the following:
• The construction of the new disabled toilet and refurbishment of the large
hall. He advised that there is to be an inspection of all Church premise by
the Presbytery and with these and other work undertaken our premises are
looking good.
• He said while buildings are important the church is about people and sadly
a number of members have died this year and we have only had one new
communicant and no baptisms so this is not so good.
• The numbers on a Sunday are however good and although the numbers
do fluctuate it is great to have enthusiastic children and young people at a
time when 50% of congregations have no children. A Holiday Club was also
held during the summer attracting around 30 children.
• He said he would like to commend the staff of Young Church for all their
hard work.
He said that another big challenge was we need new elders and asked for
members to notify him of anyone willing to undertake eldership.
He thanked Martin Greig for his work and support and advised that he has
been appointed be on a shared roll for an initial period of six months so will
be carrying out further duties in the Church.
Session Clerk’s Report
The Session Clerk, Dave Gordon, started his report by acknowledging the
excellent work undertaken by the members of the Kirk Session who both
individually and collectively, have contributed greatly to the work of our
Church over the last year.
www.culterkirk.co.uk
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The Session Clerk reported that we have had four resignations from the
Kirk Session during 2018 – Alister Bisset (12/01/19), Mrs Chris Masson
(9/02/19), George Blair (9/07/19) and Mrs Marlene Dawson (7/09/19).
However, during the year, we welcomed back George Cowie to the Kirk
Session.
Mrs Fiona Fraser has also resigned since the beginning of this year
(31/01/19) due to her many other commitments including the Girl Guides.
The Annual Statistical Return for 2019 shows a decrease in membership
from 547 to 523. Whilst 7 members were added to the roll sadly, we lost 25
members through deaths and 3 others by Certificate. Other statistics show
the number of Elders at the end of 2018 as 43 (26 women and 17 men).
He also reported that during 2018 the Moderator had conducted 1
Wedding, and sadly 36 Funerals.
Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer, William Anderson, presented his report with the Abstract of
Congregational Accounts for 2018. He said that the accounts were
available to all in full from himself or the Church Office.
He said that the Kirk Session approved the full accounts as Trustees of the
charity on 21 March having
been independently examined
and our Independent Examiner
did not bring any points to our
attention as Trustees. Looking
at the abstracted figures he
said that our income for 2018 is
£124,633 and has shown a
decrease from 2017 amount of £132,562. Total Expenditure for 2018 was
£146,804 which was up on the 2017 figure of £124,616 due mainly to the
additional spend on fabric improvement work. The money for improvement
work was however taken from accrued reserves from legacies. The deficit
in 2018 (excluding exceptional fabric costs) was £2,969, which was
covered by reserves. Ordinary Income has fallen a little this year as our roll
continues to fall. Gift Day was again successful - £5,067 + tax.

www.culterkirk.co.uk
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In conclusion, he said that 2019 and beyond will continue to be challenging
as utility costs are set to rise by 30% as well as increased Ministries &
Mission costs. He said that we continue to keep up the fabric of the Church
through many individual and group efforts and donations and that we now
have a new disabled toilet and a refurbished and well-lit hall. William
thanked all for what they had given during the year in either time, talents or
money.

Holiday Club
The Holiday Club will run again this
summer from 29th July - 2nd August
from 10.00am-12.00 noon in the
church hall.
The cost is £3.00 for the first child and
£2 thereafter. To sign up, please
email secretary@culterkirk.co.uk or
phone 01224 735845 and leave a
message if the office is closed.

Sundae Sunday
On Sunday 23rd June we’re having a
Sundae Sunday after church summer equivalent of Souper
Sunday.
Ice cream sundaes with choice of
sprinkles and sauces with donations
going to Street Friends Helping The
Homeless Aberdeen.
Please join us for this event. Enjoy
the ice cream, fellowship and donate
to a worthy cause.

www.culterkirk.co.uk
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Peterculter Parish Church
Mission Statement

FOCUS

The purpose of Peterculter Parish Church
is to celebrate our faith in God and in the
Good News of
Jesus Christ
through
worship,
fellowship,
teaching, outreach and pastoral care and to
participate in the work of the worldwide
church.

Minister

Magazine Editor

Rev. Dr. John Ferguson
Tel: 01224 735041
Email:
JFerguson@churchofscotland.org.uk

Val Muir
Tel: 01224 735001
Email: editor@culterkirk.co.uk

Session Clerk
Dave Gordon
Tel: 01224 732036
Email: sessionclerk@culterkirk.co.uk

Church Oﬃce
Margaret Bruce
Tel: 01224 735845
Email: secretary@culterkirk.co.uk

Church Oﬃce Hours
Wednesdays & Fridays : 9 am - 1 pm

Next Issue - September 2019
(No Focus in July & August)

Material to editor

25th August 2019

Ready for distribu9on

1st September 2019

Scottish Charity No. SCO01452
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