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WORSHIP 
See page 4 for 

details of our May 
services  

STREAMING OF 
SERVICES 

Don’t forget that we 
continue to livestream 
our own services each 
week on Facebook and 
these can then be 
found to watch later on 
our YouTube page:  
https://youtube.com/
user/CulterKirk or 
from our website at  
www.culterkirk.co.uk  
Thank you to Val Muir 
and Colin Jones for 
undertaking this every 
Sunday.  

INSTANT NEIGHBOUR 
Please note that as well 
as the Monday 
morning drop off from 
11 am – 12noon, you 
can bring goods on a 
Sunday morning and 
leave them in the 
basket at the extension 
door.

FROM THE MANSE 
Dear Friends 
It has been very encouraging to see a much greater sense of normality returning to 
worship, now that the legal requirement to wear a face covering no longer applies.   
Those who prefer to wear a face covering should feel free to continue to do so and, 

in addition, a small area at the 
front of the church has been set 
aside to continue to allow social 
distancing.  It was great to see 
such a good turnout on Easter 
Day, with a good crowd at the 
Outdoor Service and many 
people enjoying breakfast back in 
the hall.   
The Kirk Sessions in the 
Aberdeen West Grouping have 
been meeting recently to discuss 
the possible readjustments to 
congregations within the 
grouping.  Sessions were asked 
whether they preferred a union of 

all the congregations in the grouping or a combination involving two unions.  The 
overwhelming view was that there should be two unions.  The exact make up of 
these unions and the timing is still to be decided.  It is also the case that 
congregations near to the border of neighbouring Presbyteries are being 
encouraged to approach their neighbours to see if there is any scope for 
readjustment.   We will be exploring this, but there is no guarantee that it will lead to 
anything definite.  In other words, things are still somewhat up in the air! 
I am pleased to say that in a recent audit of buildings in the Presbytery, the 
Peterculter Church building obtained a very good score.  This is a credit to the 
Property Team and all who have donated to the church over the years so that we 
have been able to keep our building up to a high standard.   
I will be attending the General Assembly in May, but doing so at home, rather than 
in person.  The format of the General Assembly is a hybrid one, allowing people to 
choose whether to attend online or in person.  This means that I will not be available 
during that week (May 21st – May 26th). 
Your sincerely 
John Ferguson 

JOYCE COWIE 
Catalyst Vineyard Church - Aberdeen Central has 
awarded our very own Joyce Cowie with the 
award of 2022 Woman of the Year!    
They say: “Joyce has been a childminder in Culter 
for over 30 years. If that wasn’t incredible 
enough, over the years she has helped to lead 
the local Sunday School, Brownies and Guides. 
Very well deserved Joyce”.
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TRIBUTES TO FORMER ELDERS: HILDA BRUCE AND GEORGE COWIE 
Two	of	our	former	elders	have	sadly	died	recently.	
Hilda Bruce joined the Church of Scotland at Chapel of Garioch and then later joined 
St Peter’s Church (where she was treasurer of the Guild) and became an elder in 
Peterculter Parish Church.   She was a Sunday School teacher in St Peter’s and in 
producing the Nativity Plays, Hilda was a stickler for the children being word 
perfect and speaking clearly.  Hilda was involved with the World Day of Prayer and 
along with her husband Norman organised the annual Christian Aid Week 
collection.   She was also involved in the Malawi Partnership with Peterculter 
Church and St Pauls, Church in Blantyre Malawi. 
Hilda was a member of the Friendship Club, the Pastoral Care Team and helped 
out with the Thursday coffees.  She was a very sociable person and always enjoyed a 
cuppa and a natter.   She contributed a huge amount to the life and work of the 
church in our village throughout her life.   
Hilda was a very kind and loving person who had one of the nicest smiles anyone could 
have.   She made other people happy because she was such a positive, generous and outgoing lady.  
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Norman, Fiona, Colin and Rebecca at this sad time for them. 

   
George Cowie was baptised at St Peter’s Church and began his church involvement 

through Sunday School and attending BB Bible Class.  He joined the church as a 
teenager and becoming an Elder at St Peter’s in the early 1980s.  He was captain of 

the 47th Culter BB Company from 1967-70. He became Property Convenor at St 
Peter’s and at the Union of the churches in 1999, George became Property 
Convenor for the new Peterculter Parish Church.   
He played a key role in the refurbishment of this building in 2001. He was ideally 
suited for this role, dealing patiently and with good humour the many tasks that 
had to be undertaken.   He worked on the alterations to the chancel area and from 
some of the old pews, George built the pulpit lectern which stands as a lasting 

memorial to him.    
George was a founding member of the Wednesday Club and became its President.  

He also quietly contributed to the work of the Kirk Session and was always listened to 
with great respect.   

George was a true gentleman in every way; a very kind, modest and caring man, who served the church 
faithfully.  Or thoughts and prayers go out to Tessa and his children Lindsay and Judith at this sad time for 
them. 
John Ferguson 

FOREST CHURCH 
The Aberdeen West 
Parish Grouping held a 
Forest Church Event at 
the woods at 
Countesswells estate 
on Palm Sunday.  It 
was great to welcome 
some families from the 
area in this act of 
outreach to the 
community  
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LIVE STREAMING IMPROVEMENTS  
Our services continue to be live-streamed each week 
on Facebook and these can then be found in our 
YouTube page: https://youtube.com/user/CulterKirk. 
The Kirk Session has agreed in principle to improve the 
Live Streaming facilities.  However, we do not have 
sufficient funds in our reserves to undertake this.   We 
are aware that a good number of people watch the 
service live, with many more watching the recording 
later.  
The hope would be to purchase two or three cameras, 
which would give greater flexibility and mean an 
improvement on the present use of just one camera, via 
an iPad.   The other improvement would be to have the 
facility to insert the words of the hymns directly into the 
livestream, rather than simply point the iPad at the 
screen in the church.  A further improvement would be 
linking directly into the church sound system, rather 
than relying on the microphone on the iPad to pick up 
the sound. 
The cost of these improvement is around £3000.    
It has been decided to see if we can obtain sufficient 
pledges from members to contribute towards this.  If 
you would like to pledge an amount, no matter how 
small, then please contact the Treasurer, William 
Anderson, at 1445wda@gmail.com or phone him on 
01224 732505 or speak to him at church. 

LIFE AND WORK 
The May issue of Life and Work is now on sale at the 
Church door, priced £3.  Members who have ordered 
their copy will receive theirs in the usual way.   
Members who have 
ordered their copy 
on a regular basis 
will receive their 
copy in the usual 
way.  In this month's 
edition in the series 
looking at the 
Marks of Mission 
Thomas Baldwin 
considers the 
fourth: to transform 
unjust structures of 
society, to 
challenge violence 
of every kind and 
pursue peace and 
reconciliation. 
The magazine also looks ahead to the forthcoming 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
Once again, there will not be a 
door-to-door collection this year, 
but we will be having a retiral 
offering for Christian Aid after 
the Christian Aid Family Service on 
Sunday May 15th.  
Below is an article about this year’s Christian Aid Week. 
Every gift. Every action. Every prayer. Every one of us can 
change lives. 
Drought starves. It robs women of the power to farm 
and grow food for their families. 
Now, for the first time in a generation, global poverty is 
rising. Covid-19, conflict and the climate crisis are 
pushing more of our global neighbours into a struggle 
for survival. 
Women and men in Zimbabwe are hungry to provide a 
more hopeful future. Mums often 
skip meals to share with their 
children what little food they 
have. 
One of these mums is Jessica 
Mwedzi. Drought makes every 
day a struggle for survival. 
Jessica is hungry. Hungry for a 
good meal. Hungry to earn a 
decent living. Hungry to provide 
a more hopeful future for her 
family. 
‘My children crave a good meal, 
but I can’t provide.’ Jessica says. 
‘It pains me to send them to bed 
hungry.’ 
Your gift could help Jessica grow drought-resistant 
crops. You could help her set up a water tap on her farm 
and learn how to grow food in the harsh climate. She’ll 
turn her dry, dusty land into a garden of hope. 
This Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the 
hundreds of thousands of our supporters who give, act 
and pray – stepping out in love for our global 
neighbours. With you by our side, we won’t stop until 
everyone can live a full life, free from poverty and 
hunger. 
From envelope collections to walking 300,000 steps in 
May, Christian Aid Week brings people together as one 
community helping those living in poverty to transform 
their own lives. 
This Christian Aid Week (15-21 May), please: 
• Give generously to help women grow crops that 

survive in the drought. 
• Act and raise your voice for justice. Join our Loss and 

Damage campaign. 
• Pray that families will stay strong during tough times 

of drought. 
Together, we can turn hunger into hope.

http://www.culterkirk.co.uk


MAY 2022

www.culterkirk.co.uk 4

THURSDAY AND SATURDAY COFFEES 
The Thursday coffees will run each Thursday 
from 10am – 11.30am and the Thursday 
midweek service will take place at 
11.30am.  
Forthcoming Saturday Coffees dates are 
7th May and 21st May from 10am - 12noon. 
If you are able to volunteer to help with coffees, please 
contact the minister or the church office.  This also includes 
Sunday teas and coffees after the service.  

MAY WORSHIP 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

FLOWERS 
Our thanks go to everyone who has kindly donated towards 
the church flowers during April: 
• Alan and Anne Dey 
• Jessie Taylor 
Convener: Violet Smith, 01224 733317	
Treasurer: Mabel Taylor, 01224 732030 

EMAIL CONTACT 
If you wish to receive future 
newsletters via email and have not 
already supplied us with an email 
address, can you please email 
secretary@culterkirk.co.uk  

CONTACT US 

Minister: 
‣ Rev Dr John Ferguson 
‣ 01224 735041 
‣ JFerguson@churchofscotland.

org.uk 

Session Clerk: 
‣ Donald Muir 
‣ 07476 821813 
‣ sessionclerk@culterkirk.co.uk 

Newsletter Editor: 
‣ Val Muir 
‣ 07766 740878 
‣ editor@culterkirk.co.uk 

Church Office: 
‣ Katie Gillies 
‣ 01224 735845 
‣ secretary@culterkirk.co.uk 

CHURCH OFFICE 
The Church Office is now open to 
the public on Tuesday and Friday 
mornings from 10am - 12 noon. 

8th May Morning Worship focussing on Stewardship

15th May Family Service for Christian Aid Week

22nd May Morning Worship

29th May Sacrament of Holy Communion

1st April Heather Thain, Eastleigh Care Home

12th April Stephen Stanley, Pitcairn Nursing Home

20th April George Cowie, St Ronans Drive, Peterculter

21st April Hilda Bruce, Tor Na Dee Care Home

25th April Tina Clayton, Dalmaik Terrace
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